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I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In this course, students will be provided with an overview on  aspects relevant to the field of  addictions.  The class will investigate general information about substances, their effects and the development of dependency.  In addition, students will explore the impact of addictions on the individual, their families, and society, as a whole.  Finally, the healing processes involved in recovering from an addiction will be examined, including the most common treatment approaches utilised.  The students ensure the applicability of course information by examining a variety of addiction resources.



II.
LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ELEMENTS OF THE PERFORMANCE:




Upon successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate the ability to:



III.
TOPICS:




1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.


Unit I Origins of Drugs

- Definition of Drug 

- Historical Overview of Drug Use

- Historical Overview of Alcohol Use

Unit II  The Personal and Social Dangers


-Impact of social and personal and environmental stressors and drug use/abuse

-Effects of drugs on behaviour 

-Overview of physical, psychological and environmental factors that influence individual responses to drugs

-Relationship between drug use and criminal behaviour and/or anti-             social lifestyles

-Definitions of dependence, tolerance and abuse

Unit III  How Drugs Work in the Body and the Mind

· The ways drugs enter and exit the body.

· Tolerance effects, and psychological  and physiological dependence

Unit IV  Legally Restricted Drugs in our Society

· The major stimulants

· The major narcotics

· Hallucinogens

· Marijuana

· Anabolic steroids
Unit V   Legal Drugs in our Society

· Alcohol

· Nicotine and tobacco

· Caffeine

· Glues and solvents

· Prescription and over the counter drugs

Unit VI  Social and Cultural Differences in Clients with Addictions

-Social and cultural implications of drug abuse 

-Drug use among Canadian minorities

-Drug abuse as a symptom of underlying social pathology

Unit VII  Treatment Modalities
-Theories of addictions

-Types of drug treatment programs

-Addiction counselling programs within a cultural sensitive                                                                              environment

- Effectiveness of treatment programs

-Overview of prevention strategies: primary, secondary and tertiary prevention



IV.
REQUIRED RESOURCES/TEXTS/MATERIALS:

Drugs, Behaviour, and Modern Society, by Charles F. Levinthal, Allyn & Bacon 2nd edition



V.
EVALUATION PROCESS/GRADING SYSTEM:


METHOD OF EVALUATION:

Assignment/Test

Worth


Mid-term Exam

25%



Video Report


15%



Report (10%) & 

Presentation (20%)

30%



Final Exam


30%



TOTAL

100

The MID-TERM & FINAL EXAM  formats will be reviewed prior to exams. 

The VIDEO REPORT will require the students to view a video related to addictions selected by the instructor and shown during class time.  The students will be required to analyse the video, provide some research and write a five page typewritten report.  Further details regarding the report will be provided by the instructor.

The students will be required to work in groups to research and develop a typewritten  REPORT and an oral PRESENTATION  relating to addictions.   The presentation will be based on the report and will be a minimum of  50 minutes in length. Each group member will be required to equally participate in the development of the report and in presenting the group’s materials.  Further specifics will be given out by the instructor.



The following semester grades will be assigned to students in post secondary courses:


Grade
Definition
Grade Point Equivalent


A+
90 - 100%
4.00


A
80 - 89%
3.75


B
70 - 79%
3.00


C
60 - 69%
2.00


R (Repeat)
59% or below
0.00


CR (Credit)
Credit for diploma requirements has been awarded.



S
Satisfactory achievement in field placement or non-graded subject areas.



U
Unsatisfactory achievement in field placement or non-graded subject areas.



X
A temporary grade.  This is used in limited situations with extenuating circumstances giving a student additional time to complete the requirements for a course (see Policies & Procedures Manual - Deferred Grades and Make-up).



NR
Grade not reported to Registrar's office.  This is used to facilitate transcript preparation when, for extenuating circumstances, it has been impossible for the faculty member to report grades.


VI.
SPECIAL NOTES:




Special Needs:

If you are a student with special needs (e.g. physical limitations, visual impairments, hearing impairments, or learning disabilities), you are encouraged to discuss required accommodations with the instructor and/or contact the Special Needs office, Room E1204, Extension 493, 717, or 491 so that support services can be arranged for you.




Retention of course outlines:

It is the responsibility of the student to retain all course outlines for possible future use in acquiring advanced standing at other postsecondary institutions.




Disclaimer for meeting the needs of learners:

The Professor reserves the right to change the information contained in this course outline depending on the needs of the learner and the availability of resources.




Substitute course information is available in the Registrar's office.




<include any other special notes appropriate to your course>



VII.
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT:




Students who wish to apply for advanced credit in the course should consult the instructor.  Credit for prior learning will be given upon successful completion of the following:

